THE  ECONOMIC   BACKGROUND
began with a small and successful stnke of the London match girls in 1888, but it was the impressive Dockers' Stnke of 1889 which struck the public imagination From that year Trade Unionism took on new life Something of the Chartists' spirit flared up New unions were formed, old unions increased their membership In 1892, the Parliamentary Labour Party was formed Members independent of the older political parties began to get into Parliament* Labour for the first time became a comparatively organised active party with a programme
If, however, we look at the price-level during the next twenty years, we find it unsteadily rising, while real wages remained stationary and it may be taken that, between 1900 and 1914, the average worker found himself not better but worse off To this uneven discontent, which stings the worker as his particular industry suffers from increased competition, mav be added the general uneasiness which prevailed from 1908 (the year of AehrenthaPs diplomatic coup-de-mam in Bosnia), the tension induced by the Irish question, by the House of Lords imbroglio, and by the Women's Suffrage Movement To these stresses should also be added the somewhat unwise counter-attack of the judicial bench on the Trade Unions through the TafF Vale and Osborne judgments The last few years before the War are marked by successive large scale strikes of railwaymen, of dockers, of miners The pace set by the rapid accumulation of capital, (and consequent higher capitalisation), by the upper and middle classes was rendering more acute the strain between the secure and insecure groups In 1914 Labour, to use a too general term, was approaching the zenith of its power The outbreak of war may or may not have forestalled a sharper encounter than any earlier battle Although it is as yet too early to judge, it may have maiked the end of the historical period of Labour
The development of our present civilisation has been through the growth of innumerable invisible seeds, broadcast with no prevision of their future By 1914, the machine had become not only the tool, but also the master Looking back less than a century, we see the difficulty of disciplining
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